UA opens second half on 14-2 run 
to slow down Roadrunners. — Sports, 1C 


Small retailers rack up holiday sales 
as strategies pay off. — Business, 1D 
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In the news 


E Bobby O’Brien, road 
superintendent in Sandis- 
field, Mass., which lost its 
snowplowing fleet in a fire, 
said three used plow trucks 
donated to the town by offi- 
cials in Quincy need a little 
work but are in good con- 
dition and “will get through 
the winter with some TLC.” 


E Shelly Stratman, a 
district judge in Douglas 
County, Neb., dismissed a 
burglary charge against a 
bounty hunter who broke 
into and searched an Oma- 
ha family’s home before re- 
alizing he was in the wrong 
house, saying the conduct 
was allowed by the “broad 
powers” granted bail bonds- 
men. 


E Janice Page-Johnson, 
school superintendent in 
Greenville, Miss., said dis- 
trict leaders are consider- 
ing corporal punishment 
for misbehaving students if 
parents sign a form giving 
permission for their chil- 
dren to be paddled. 


E Richie Donovan said 
he and several other peo- 
ple first tried to push a 
stranded vehicle off railroad 
tracks in Congers, N-Y., as a 
freight train approached but 
then had to pull a woman 
out just before the train hit 
and pushed the car down 
the tracks. 


E Michael van Eyck, an 
assistant manager at the 
Bromley Mountain ski ar- 
ea in Peru, Vt., said crews 
took about two hours to 
rescue 115 skiers who be- 
came stranded high in the 
air when strong winds de- 
railed a chairlift, causing it 
to stop abruptly. 


E Conrad Hein, a sergeant 
with the Texas Department 
of Public Safety, said that 
three people died and two 
others were injured when a 
vehicle slammed into a wild 
hog and swerved into the 
path of an oncoming SUV 
on arural road near Uvalde, 
about 110 miles southwest 
of San Antonio. 


E Eric Love, a Georgia 
preacher, filed a federal law- 
suit saying his free-speech 
rights were violated when 
he was barred in May from 
preaching on sidewalks 
outside Atlanta’s Centen- 
nial Olympic Park where 
thousands of people were 
attending a music festival. 


E Bill Dorris, owner of a 
statue of Confederate Gen. 
Nathan Bedford Forrest on 
private property south of 
downtown Nashville, Tenn., 
said he plans to leave the 
pink paint sprayed on by 
vandals, saying it will draw 
even more attention by 
turning red in the sunlight. 


E Jacki Grossman of 
Stony Brook, N-Y., said she 
“couldn’t feel more bless- 
ed” by having both her 
sons born on Christmas 
Eve when her second son, 
Elliott, was delivered on the 
same day, albeit four years 
later, as his older brother, 
Oliver. 


WEATHER 


LITTLE ROCK 
Today Mostly sunny and cold. 
High 36, light 


northeast 
winds. 
Tonight Mostly 
clear and cold. 
Low 22. 
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chance of a thaw for days. 


AP/SETH WENIG 


A pedestrian bundles up in the chill Wednesday in New York’s Times Square. Much of the 
northern United States is locked in a cold spell with below-zero wind chills, record lows and no 
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Governor touts benefits 
of $1.2M mapping effort 


BILL BOWDEN 
AND EMILY WALKENHORST 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 


HUNTSVILLE — For 19 
days in January and February, 
five airplanes flew 19,000 feet 
above Arkansas, shooting 
30,066 digital images of the 
entire state’s terrain. 

Those images, which en- 
coded latitudinal and longitu- 
dinal coordinates, have been 
woven into a detailed digital 
map of the state. 

Gov. Asa Hutchinson an- 
nounced completion of the 
yearlong, $1.2 million map- 
ping project Wednesday in 
the hallway of the Madi- 
son County Courthouse in 
Huntsville. 

He said the benefits are at 
least two-pronged: Emergen- 
cy responders will have more 
up-to-date information, and 
accurate digital mapping is 
essential for economic devel- 
opment. 

“The face of Arkansas is 
changing rapidly,” Hutchin- 


Madison County sheriff’s office Sgt. Lola Mitchell on Wednesday 
in Huntsville shows Gov. Asa Hutchinson how the digital mapping 
program will help with law enforcement and emergency calls. 


son said in a news release. 
“Counties all over the state 
are building new roads, wid- 
ening existing highways, 
adding businesses, homes 


and developing entirely new 
neighborhoods. Having an 
up-to-date detailed map of 
our state is a key tool for 

See MAPPING, Page 3A 


Trump plans 
meeting to set 
agenda for *18 


McConnell, Ryan to help 
chart path after taxes win 


COMPILED BY 
DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE STAFF 
FROM WIRE REPORTS 

WEST PALM BEACH, 
Fla. — President Donald 
Trump plans to start the 
new year by meeting with 
Republican congressional 
leaders to map out the 2018 
legislative agenda, the White 
House said, as the party 
looks to score more legis- 
lative achievements before 
Washington’s focus shifts to 
midterm elections. 

After returning to Wash- 
ington from Florida, where 
he is spending the holidays, 
Trump will quickly host Sen- 
ate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell of Kentucky and 
House Speaker Paul Ryan 
of Wisconsin at the Camp 
David presidential retreat in 
Maryland’s Catoctin Moun- 
tains over the weekend of 
Jan. 6-7, the White House 
said. 

Spokesmen for Ryan and 
McConnell have confirmed 
that they will attend. 

The meeting follows the 
recent enactment of legisla- 
tion to cut taxes, beginning 
next year, for corporations 
and individuals at an esti- 


CASTING FLYNN as liar is Trump 
legal team’s strategy, three 
sources say. Page 2A. 


FEDERAL PROSECUTORS seek 
records on $285 million loan to 
Kushner family from Deutsche 
Bank in October 2016. Page 2A. 


mated cost of $1.5 trillion 
added to the national debt 
over 10 years. 

The bill marked the first 
major legislative achieve- 
ment of 2017 for Trump and 
congressional Republicans, 
who made cutting taxes a 
must-do this year after the 
Senate failed to close the 
deal on another top GOP 
promise: to repeal and re- 
place the Obama-era health 
care law. 

The tax bill ends the re- 
quirement that all Americans 
buy health insurance or risk 
paying fines, which is a key 
component of the Patient 
Protection and Affordable 
Care Act, but leaves intact 
other features of the health 
care law. Democrats unani- 
mously voted against the tax 
bill, which Trump signed at 

See AGENDA, Page 7A 


China trade seen 
next up for Trump 


Analysts expect tougher U.S. stands 
that can carry costly consequences 


DAVID J. LYNCH 
THE WASHINGTON POST 

WASHINGTON — Pres- 
ident Donald Trump’s ad- 
ministration is preparing 
tough new trade penalties 
for China, moving closer to 
an oft-promised crackdown 
that some U.S. business exec- 
utives fear will ignite a costly 
battle. 

Several corporate officials 
and analysts closely tracking 
trade policy said Trump is 
expected to take concrete 
actions early next year on a 


range of disputes involving 
China. 

Trump is due by the end 
of January to render his first 
decision in response to pe- 
titions from U.S. companies 
seeking tariffs or import quo- 
tas on Chinese solar panels 
and washing machines man- 
ufactured in China and its 
neighbors. 

US. trade officials in both 
cases already have deter- 
mined that domestic manu- 
facturers have been injured 

See CHINA, Page 7A 


Deal lets ailing Syrians 
leave besieged suburb 


COMPILED BY 
DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE STAFF 
FROM WIRE REPORTS 

ISTANBUL — The Red 
Cross said Wednesday that 
it has begun an evacuation 
of critically ill civilians from 
a besieged suburb of the Syr- 
ian capital as part of a rare 
deal struck between the gov- 
ernment and a rebel group. 

Ambulances conveyed 
three sick children and a 
woman out of eastern Gh- 
outa late Tuesday for med- 
ical treatment in Damascus 
hospitals. The patients, who 
traveled with family mem- 
bers, needed immediate 
treatment for cancer, kidney 
failure and hemophilia. 

About 400,000 other peo- 


ple remain trapped in the 
suburb, a pocket of opposi- 
tion-held territory where a 
long-running government 
blockade has caused scores 
of civilians to die of starva- 
tion or a lack of medical care. 

Under the terms of a deal 
between Syrian President 
Bashar Assad’s government 
and the hard-line Army of 
Islam rebel group, which 
controls eastern Ghouta, 25 
more people are expected 
to be evacuated for lifesav- 
ing medical treatment in the 
coming days. 

The International Com- 
mittee of the Red Cross 
described the evacuation 


AP/SANA 


Wednesday as a “positive A member of the Syrian Arab Red Crescent helps a child during a roundup of sick people in eastern 
See SYRIA, Page 54 Ghouta, near Damascus, in this photo released by the official Syrian Arab News Agency. 


FEMA sells trailers even as housing for storm victims runs short 


EMILY SCHMALL 
AND MICHAEL SISAK 
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

FORT WORTH — The 
federal government typically 
spends up to $150,000 apiece 
— not counting utilities, 
maintenance or labor — on 
the trailers it leases to di- 
saster victims, then auctions 


them at cut-rate prices after 
18 months of use or the first 
sign of minor damage, The 
Associated Press has learned. 

Officials have continued 
the practice even during a 
temporary housing shortage 
in Texas, where almost 8,000 
applicants are still awaiting 
federal support nearly four 


months after Hurricane Har- 
vey landed in the Gulf Coast. 

The Federal Emergency 
Management Agency briefly 
halted trailer sales after Har- 
vey but resumed them in No- 
vember, online records show. 
Since then, at least 115 units 
manufactured this year have 
been sold for pennies on the 


dollar, and many of the on- 
line auctions have listed such 
things as dirty mattresses, 
missing furniture, pet odors 
or loose trim as the lone dam- 
age. 

“I don’t care what shape 
it’s in, it beats sleeping on 
a dirt floor,” said Christy 
Combs, who moved with 


her husband, four children 
and five dogs into a tent af- 
ter their rented apartment in 
Aransas Pass, Texas, was left 
uninhabitable by floodwater. 
FEMA has no written poli- 

cy or regulation requiring dis- 
posal of used trailers, but an 
official confirmed to AP that 
See TRAILERS, Page 3A 


